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Theme: “The Living Soil” 
Considering the natural landscape, you might wonder how native prairies and forests function in the absence of tillage and 
fertilizers. These soils are tilled by soil organisms, not by machinery. They are fertilized too, but the fertility is used again 
and again and never leaves the site. 
Soil-dwelling organisms release bound-up minerals, converting them into plant-available forms that are taken up by the 
plants growing on the site. The organisms recycle nutrients again and again with the death and decay of each new generation 
of plants. There are many different types of creatures that live on or in the topsoil. Each has a role to play. These organisms 
will work for the farmer’s benefit if we simply manage for their survival. Consequently, we may refer to them as soil 
livestock. There a great variety of organisms which contribute to soil fertility.  Earthworms, arthropods, and the various 
microorganisms merit particular attention. 
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